varying courtesy and kindness which I have received while acting as your President. I rejoice that in your choice of a successor you have fixed upon one so able and so hard-working as Dr Berry Hart. It augurs well for the future welfare of the Society that it can find a man with such a brilliant record of original work, and such a wide knowledge of our branch of the profession, both in its scientific and its practical aspects, to fill the office of President.
It is customary for the President on resigning his charge to pass in review the events which have occurred during his term of office, to note the chief papers read, and the other work which has been accomplished at our meetings, and to glance at any changes which may have taken place in our personnel. But on this occasion there is one event of such outstanding interest?I mean the celebration of our Jubilee, the great fact in our history that we A second preliminary meeting was held on 4th January 1840, at which the committee reported that they had obtained permission from the managers of the New Town Dispensary to hold the meetings of the Society on its premises for the next six months, and they produced the code of laws which they had drawn up; these were,after discussion, approved, and remain virtually the laws which govern the Society at the present time. I will quote the first law, because this defines the aim and object of the Society. It stands thus in the minute-book:?" The object of the Edinburgh Obstetrical Society shall be to advance Obstetric Medicine, by holding meetings for the purpose of receiving communications and conversing on subjects connected with that branch of the profession. 
